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DISSERTATION 
by Hiiz v | | 
ON 


ZECHARIAH, Cnar. II. 


T has been ſuggeſted by ingenious and judi- 

cious writers, that the Chriſtian Religion is 
ſupported by ſuch a variety of proofs, internal and 
external, human and divine, all of which are con- 
cluſive in their kind, though ſome in a greater and 
ſtronger meaſure than others, that when viewed 
in its whole maſs of evidence, it muſt forcibly re- 
commend itſelf to our aſſent and conviction, in- 
aſmuch as there is perhaps no hiſtorical fact or 
ſyſtem, that ever had ſo many concurrent argu- 
ments, ſuch united ſtrength of evidence to ſupport 
it, in the annals of mankind. And yet how pow- 
erful and convincing ſoever this reaſoning muſt 
appear to every candid mind, it is not ſufficient to 
gain the aſſent of ſome perſons, who boaſt of ſu- 
perior underſtanding and abilities, and would con- 


ſider themſelves as influenced by a ſublimer reaſon 
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1 
and philoſophy, which ought to be the only guide 
and conduct of the human life. As the pride of theſe 
men is great, their pretenſions conſequently are 
aſſuming and overbearing; eager are they to gain 
converts to their errors, and too frequently ſuc- 
ceſsful in their ſchemes. Men of thought and abi- 
lity who favour Chriſtianity will doubtleſs eſteem 


it their proper buſineſs to oppoſe ſuch meaſures, 


and to counteract the nefarious tendency of ſuch 


deſigns; will ſtrive to recommend the religion of | 


Jeſus by fair and firm perſuaſion, and to enforce it 


by the beſt apologies which their underſtandings 


can ſuggeſt. And if they can advance any new ar- 
guments, or can bring forward ſome of the old 
ones in a new mode, fo as to catch the notice and 
engage the attention of the gainſayer, or ſtrengthen 


the faith of the ſincere Chriſtian; their labour muſt 


be attended with a proportionate degree of advan- 
tage according to the ſtrength and power of the 
conviction which may be fairly brought with it to 
the mind, 

Of all the arguments which are alleged 1 in 4 
vour of Chriſtianity, perhaps there is none that 
ſtrikes us with greater force, or more permanent 
and increaſing influence, than the argument from 


Prophecy. And it might be on this account that 


the bleſſed Author of our Religion urges the Jews, 
to whom his diſcourſes were delivered, to ſearch 
the Scriptures, in which they thought they had 


eternal life, for they teſtify of him. They certainly 


bear this teſtimony in a variety of places, and a 
multi- 


> 
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multiplicity of ways; inſomuch that the teſtimony 
of Felus is the fpirit of prophecy n. And this teſti- 
mony becomes more exact and particular towards 
the latter part of the predictions recorded in the 
Old Teſtament, The perſon from whom the Meſ- 
ſiah ſhould be _—_— place and the time of his 
nativity, the condition of his life, and the manner 
of his death, are all predicted; and at length the 
general ſcheme of the Chriſtian Salvation ſeems 
to have been pointed out in a large extent and 
circumſtantial manner by the prophet Zechariah, 
in the paſſage which engages our preſent notice. 
Ta evince this, and thereby endeavour to add new 
force to the argument from prophecy, is the chief 
deſign of this publication. 


But before I enter on the illuſtration of my more 
immediate deſign, it may not be improper to ad- 


vert briefly to ſome other matters, which may 


ſerye as preparatives to the main diſquiſition, may 
either throw light upon it, or be cloſely connected 
with it. 3 

The prophet Zechariah ſeems to have been fa- 
youred with an extraordinary ſhare of celeſtial vi- 
ſions, and in their communication to have been in- 
dulged with an unuſual intercourſe with the hea- 
venly hoſt. Indeed in his firſt chapter to ver. 6. 
he ſpeaks directly the word of Jehovah in the 
uſual manner in which the other prophets relate it. 
But at ver. 7. a more preciſe mode of revelation 


oy 2 Rev. xix. 10. : 
| B 2 begins 
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begins to be introduced. The word of Jehovah 
came to him as before; but the nature of the Vi. > 


ſion in which it was ſuggeſted, or the mediation o 

the Beings by which it was conveyed, is ſet down 
minutely, with many concomitant circumſtances 3 
all of which have doubtleſs an appropriate and im- 
portant meaning, if we knew how properly to aſ- 
certain it. A greater- inſight into the nature and 
employment of the heavenly meſſengers ſeems diſ- 
covered to this Prophet, than to any that had pre- 
ceded him, except Ezekiel, Daniel, and perhaps 
Iſaiah. Several of theſe meſſengers are repreſented 
as holding conference with him, or delivering their 
communications in his preſence. The ſhape, the 
ſituation, the attitude, the courſes, the inftruments 
of theſe celeſtial beings are marked out in the pro- 
phetical delineation, as well as the refult of their 
errand or embaſly. 

To give a more exact idea of the Prophet's 
manner, let me recite his preface to the firſt Vi- 
ſion. I ſaw in the night, (ſays he at ver. 8.) and 
cc behold a man riding on a red horſe; and he 
<« ſtood between the myrtles which were in a val- 
ce ley (or bottom), and after him were red, brown, 
ce and white horſes. Then I ſaid, What are theſe, 
ce my Lord? And the angel who talked with me, 
« ſaid unto me, I will ſhew thee what theſe are. 
t And the man who ſtood among the myrtles an- 
« ſwered and faid, Theſe are they whom Jehovah 
« hath ſent to go to and fro through the earth. 


And they reported to the angel of Jehovah who 
6c « ſtood 


* 
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« ſtood among the myrtles, and ſaid, We have 
<« gone to and fro through the earth, and behold all 
« the earth remaineth ſtill and is at reſt.” 

As the angels are the meſſengers of God, that 
have been delegated in a more eſpecial manner to 
execute his will, to deliver his mandates, and to 


convey his intelligence to our world, it may not 


be amiſs to enter a little into the conſideration of 
the ſcriptural account of theſe beings ; that we 
may be better enabled to diſtinguiſh and aſcertain 
the characters of the ſpeakers in theſe prophe- 
tic viſions, and thereby more readily enter into the 
meaning of their narrations, as well as anſwer ſome 
other good purpoſes to which ſuch an inquiry may 
be preſumed to be ſubſervient. 

It has been obſerved that there are three modes 
of angelic appearances recorded in holy Writ®. 
Either in a dream, as when Jacob ſaw a ladder on 
the earth, the top whereof reached to heaven, and 
the angels of God were aſcending and deſcending 
upon ite; and again, when the angel appeared un- 
to Joſeph and ſaid, Fear not to take unto thee 
Mary t' / wife d; and to St. Paul in his dangerous 
voyage, exhorting him in the midſt of the tempeſt 
not to fear. Or elſe, ſecondly, in open and ſenſible 
viſion, that is, to men awake, and with their ordi- 
nary ſenſes and powers in full uſe; in which mode 
they ſeem to have often appeared to the patriarchs 


v See Turretine's Inſtitutions. e Gen. xxviii. 12. 
Matt. i. 20. Acts xxvii. 23. 
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in the early ages f, and have doubtleſs aſſumed hu- 
man bodies for this purpoſe. Or, thirdly, in what 
may be called ecſtatic viſion, wherein the mind ap. 
pears to be ſo ſtrongly affected with the new im- 
pulſe, as to be raiſed above itſelf, and engaged al- 


together in the contemplation of the objects thus 


divinely impreſſed on the underſtanding. In ſuch 
manner they are reported to have appeared to the 
Prophets in the Old Teftament, and to St. John 
in the book of the Revelations. And this is the 
myſterious mode, in which the counſels and dic- 
tates of Jehovah appear to have been conveyed 
to the underſtanding of the prophet Zechariah; 


doubtleſs with this general deſign, to make them 


ſink more deeply into his own mind, and to ſtrike 
with a more auguſt and durable impreſſion the 
minds of thoſe to whom _— ſhould be commu- 
nicated. / 

Of theſe angelic i ſome we find declar- 
ing the commands or counſels of Jehovah, others 
receiving them from thoſe to whom they were firſt 
delivered. Or, in other words, there ſeem to be 
different_orders of angels, ſome ſuperior or more 
eminent, others inferior and of more delegated au- 
thority. Which diſtinction of rank may doubtleſs 
be conſidered as probable from the general analogy 


of things in their providential arrangement in the 


viſible creation, and may perhaps be taken for 
granted from the language of Scripture, in which 


See Gen. xvi. 7, &c. Xvili. 2. xix. 1. xxxii. 1. 24. 
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we read of angels and archangels, of thrones and 
dominions, authorities and potentates. Not that 
there is any ſelfiſh emulation or cantention for ſu- 
periority amongſt theſe bleſſed ſpirits, or any ſuch 
hierarchy amongſt them as the papiſts would adopt. 


But there appears to be a regular order, and ſuch 
a a ſubordination as may beſt adapt them. for the ſer- 


vice of the great Creator of all, by which they may 
beſt promote his glory, and fill up the grand de- 
ſign of his ſovereign comprehenſive plan in the 
formation and preſervation of the Univerſe. 
Moreover, they are called by the Apoſtle to the 


Hebrews miniftering ſpiritss; and conſequently are 


of a nature diſtin from matter, although de- 
ſcribed by images, or with appendages taken from 


thence; as that they are a flame of fire, are ſur- 


rounded with wings, ſtand before the throne, and 
view the face of God: which are only deſcriptive 
tokens of their readineſs and quickneſs to execute 


the divine commands, or of their more intimate 


admiſſion to the reception of them. They are alſo 
ſaid to be not only miniſtering ſpirits, but ſent 


forth to minifter unto thoſe who ſhall be heirs of ſalva- 


tion. So that they not only are ſubject to the na- 


tural dominion of God, in common with the reſt 


of his creatures, but are miniſters likewiſe of the 


| mediatorial kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. Hence it is 


that we find them deſiring to look into h, or to 
contemplate the gracious wonders of the diſpenſa- 


5 Ch. i. 14. n 1 Pet. i. 12. | 
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tion of the Goſpel, miniſtering to the Son of God 
after his temptation i, directing and comforting 
ſome pious ſaints i, and even rejoicing at the re- 
formation or recovery of one ſinner that repent- 
eth*. And thoſe angels, thoſe principal angels, 
who always behold the face of his Father who 1s in 
heaven, are ſaid by Chriſt ro be the attendants of 
little children, or, by an eaſy figure, of thoſe good 
men, who cheriſh and diſcover the innocence of 
ſuch babes, and the like harmleſs n in 
their lives. 

Now as theſe heavenly Mienen are not only 
engaged continually in the glorious employment 
of fulfilling the great Creator's will, but excel in 
ſtrength ® for this purpoſe, and alſo in wifdom and 
knowledge; hence they are perhaps repreſented as 
riding on horſes through the earth, to denote their 
ability and expedition 1n diſcharging the buſineſs 
to which they are appointed in the concerns of this 
lower world. And the different complexions or 
colours of their horſes may intimate the various 
undertakings and different embaſſies on which they 
are employed. Thus the red horſe at Rev. vi. 4. 
ſupports the meſſenger of war, as the white horſe 
conveys the mighty conqueror, who by his tri- 
umphant victories might crown the nations with 
peace. So the man or angel riding upon a red 
horſe in this viſion of Zechariah may be thus exhi- 


1. Ads K. 3, 4. xii. 7.  * Luke xv. 10. 
Mat. xvui. 10. =. Pal. ciii. 20. 


bited, 
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bited, to denote the divine vengeance, and poſſibly 
in a near view the execution of it by the Perſians 
on the inhabitants of Babylon, and his ſtanding or 
ſtopping among the myrtles may indicate the ter- 
mination of war, and the return of peace n. And 
though other more diſtant reſemblances may be 
ſhadowed out by theſe ſignificant emblems, yet his 
ſituation amongſt the fragrant ſhrubs, and in a low 
valley, may be fairly preſumed to have an imme 
diate reference to the feeble condition in which the 
Church of God then was, and the flouriſhing one 
to which it was riſing ; and that every thing was 
favourable for the noble work, which the Prophet 
would recommend to the Jews, the building a 


temple to Jehovah, wherein his worſhip might be 


gratefully and continually ſolemnized, and the fra- 
grant incenſe be offered up unto his name and a 
pure offering. | 

Who this angel was, or of what order, may be 
better conjectured hereafter. At preſent let me 
proceed to obſerve, that theſe ſwift and powerful 
meſſengers are frequently repreſented in Scripture 
as collected together, and in a large body, and in 
the ſuite of ſome ſuperior Being. Thus we read 
often in the book of Geneſis of ſeveral angels at- 
tending on the Lord, that is, the Schechinah, or 


the Divine Majeſty ; and in this viſion of our Pro- 


phet, the man on the red horſe was accompanied 
with others of divers colours. In the book of 


a Bellum alta pace repreſſum. Grot, See alfo ch. vi. 5. 


Daniel, 
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Daniel, when the prophet is ſpeaking of the An- 
tient of days, he declares that thouſand thouſands 
miniſtered unto him, and ten thouſand ten thou- 
ſands aſſiſted before him v. And in the book of 
the Revelations the number of the angelic army 


was two hundred thouſand thouſand . So the 


Pſalmiſt relates, that the chariots of God are twen- 
ty thouſand, even thouſands of angels, or ſecondary 
ſpirits, and the Lord is among them as in the holy 
place of Sinai*, 8 
If we extend our inquiry to ſome other portions 
of ſacred Writ, we may be able to aſcertain who is 
this Lord, this Superior more honoured than the 
reſt of the heavenly hoſt, We read in the New 
Teſtament, that the Law was ſpoken at Sinai by 
the diſpoſition, or among ranks, of angels; yet 
ſtill there was a ſuperior Potentate, that often ma- 
nifeſted himſelf, about the time of the giving of 
the Law unto Moſes. It was this great Being that 
appeared to him at mount Horeb in a flame of fire 
out of the midſt of a buſh*; and though he is 
called the Angel of the Lord, yet preſently after it 


is intimated, that when Jehovah ſaw that Moſes 


turned aſide to view the burning buſh, Gop called 
unto him out of the midſt of the buſh. Again, 
when the children of Iſrael came into the wilder- 


neſs of Sinai, the Angel that, according to St. Ste- 


phen”, ſpake to him in the mount, was God; for 


» Ch. vii. {.3x- 6. r Ixviii. 7. 5 Comp. Acts 
vii. 5 3. with Heb. ii. 2. t Exod. iii. 2. Acts vii. 38. 


thus 


ce R 
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thus we read at Exod. xix. 3. that © Jehovah called 
« unto him out of the mountain,” and afterwards, 


% Tehovah came down upon mount Sinai, when 


« God delivered the words of this law.“ 

This ſame Angel then appears to have been no 
leſs a perſon than Jehovah himſelf, or the divine 
Logos, that in other parts of Scripture may often 


be found to have diſcovered himſelf perſonally to 
the ſons of men. It is this illuſtrious meſſenger, 


that in ſundry places of the Old Teſtament is in- 
troduced under various denominations, It is he, 
I humbly apprehend, who is ſpoken of at the 23d 
of Exodus, as an Angel, or mine Angel, in whom is 
my name. By the propher Malachi he is ſtyled, the 
Angel of the covenant *, by the prophet Iſaiah, 5h 
Angel of his preſence” , and in the 33d of Exodus, 
my preſence ; as where it is ſaid to Moſes, © My 
« preſence ſhall go with thee, and I will give thee 
« reſt *.” © Behold,” ſays Ifaiah in another place, 
&« T have given him for a witneſs to the peoples, a 
« leader and a lawgiver to the peoples :” words 
which immediately follow the declaration, © I will 
* make an everlaſting covenant with you, the gra- 


1 

lIxiii. 9. I am aware that this ths is rendered in a dif- 
ferent manner by Bp. Lowth; And if his tranſlation is right, 
the Logos cannot be meant here. The LXX ſeem to agree 
with him, and the written Text or the Chetib in the word N), 
but not in the word W, which he would read v. Our preſent 
tranſlation however affords a good ſenſe, and whether it ſhould 
be given up or not muſt be left to others to determine. 

2 Ch. xxxiii. 14. | f 
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* czous promiſes to David, which never ſhall fail *,” 
It was this great and mighty Angel that conducted 
the Iſraelites through the wilderneſs, whom they 
tempted alſo in the wilderneſs, and thereby in the 
Apoſtle's language tempted Chrift >, To this ſupe- 
rior meſſenger alſo the name of Michael is ſome- 
times thought to be applied; as in that celeſtial 
conflict in the book of the Revelations, where Mi- 
chael and his angels fight with the great dragon and 
his angels, and rout them from their heavenly ha- 
bitations . In this inſtance, the alluſion has been 
conceived by ſeveral commentators to be to the 
Son of God, that great Prince and important Mel- 
ſenger, to whom, when he was introduced into this 
world as born of a woman, all the angels of God, 
the whole celeſtial! choir, were directed to do ho- 
mage. 

But though the name of Michael may perhaps 
be ſometimes given to this angel of the preſence, 
yet it does not appear to have been uſually fo. I 
ſhould rather conceive that it more properly be- 
longs to a ſuperior ſpirit of the heavenly court, one 
of the chief princes *, as they are ſtyled by Daniel, 
or of the elect angels*, as they are called by St. 
Paul, who are admitted to a nearer preſence, or to 
reccive the more immediate orders of the great 


* Ch. Iv. 4. Comp. our Engliſh Tranſ. with Bp. Lowth's. 
D 1 Cor. x. 9. For other appearances of this divine Logos 
ſee my Bamp. Lect. p. 168. n. | 
© Compare this paſlage with Rom. xvi. 20. 
Ch, X15. . 
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King. Gabriel is another of theſe, who is ſaid to 
ſtand in the preſence of God*; and ſeven angels 
are ſaid to do the ſame, or to ſtand before God in 
the book of the Revelations. To theſe the ſeven 
eyes in the fourth chapter of Zechariah are ſup- 
poſed to correſpond by the learned Mr. Mede ; and 
the Jews, as he intimates, had a tradition current 
among them, that theſe ſeven ſpirits are the ſeven 
principal angels that ſtand before the throne of 
God, and are the primary miniſters of his provi- 
dential diſpenſations to men: they are ſuppoſed to 
be adumbrated by the candleſtick of ſeven lamps, 
which was kept continually burning in the temple 
before the veil, over againſt the mercy -ſeat, or the 
throne of God. Theſe archangels are thought, not 
only to be general inſpectors of the univerſe, but 
to have the peculiar care and ſuperintendency of 
the Church of God, while the ſubordinate angels 
receive their orders chiefly from them, and exe- 
cute their commiſſions under them. 

That the angel among the myrtles is at leaſt 
equal in rank to one of theſe ſuperior ſpirits there 
can be little doubt, when we refle& on his attend- 


ant ſpirits, and their confeſſion to him of the reſult 


of their commiſſion, and on his giving that ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer to the Prophet's inquiry, which the 
angel, that held a conference with him, does not 
take upon himſelf to do. The queſtion only ſeems 
to be, whether he is to be conſidered as a ſuperior 


Luke i. 19. 8 Ch, viii. 2. 
created 


[14 ] 


created ſpirit, or the uncreated Son of God ; and 
perhaps the ſubſequent parts of theſe preparatory 
viſions may ſupply us with ſuch additional light, as 
may enable us to give an anſwer to this inquiry, or 
if not ſatisfy us fully therein, at leaſt they will aſ- 
ſiſt us in our main purpoſe of cp the viſion 
in the ſecond chapter. 

The man that ſtood among the myrtles i is called 
the angel of Jehovah at v. 10.; and at v. 12, the 


angel of Jehovah thus offers up his interceſſions to 


God, O Jehovah of hoſts, how long wilt thou 
« not have mercy on Jeruſalem, and on the cities 
ce of Judah, againſt which thou haſt had indigna- 
« tjon theſe ſeyenty years ?? And Jehovah is re- 
preſented as returning an anſwer to the angel that 


had conference with the Prophet with good words, 


comfortable words. 

The angel, in conſequence, directs the Prophet 
to proclaim the jealous or anxious concern which 
Jehovah expreſſes for Jeruſalem and Sion, and the 
reſentment which he diſcovers againſt the diſſolute 
nations that aggravated their affliction: that he 
hath returned to Jeruſalem with mercies ; that his 
houſe ſhall be rebuilt in it, and a line ſhall be 
ſtretched forth on Jeruſalem: to proclaim allo, that 
the cities of God ſhall yer be fpread abroad through 
proſperity ; ſince Jehovah will yet comfort Sion, 
and will yet make choice of Jeruſalem. 

In a ſubſequent viſion the enemies of Jeruſalem 
are denoted by four horns, that is, as the Chaldec 


Interpreter ſuggeſts, by tour kingdoms, or by an 
hoſtile 


— 
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hoſtile power on every fide. And as many work- 
men are introduced, as Grotius intimates, to ſquare 


or blunt * theſe horns, to ſubdue the ſavage diſpo- 


fitions of thoſe peoples, who exalted themſelves 
againſt the land of Judah, and interrupted its ſtabi- 
lity and growth. 

Such is the ſubſtance of the two viſions in this 


firſt chapter; on which it may be proper juſt to 


obſerve, that the general deſign of both is to en- 
courage the Jews in building their temple, and 
enlarging their city: that for theſe purpoſes God 


himſelf will ſupport them, by ſtretching forth a 
line over Jeruſalem, making its cities proſperous 


and affluent, and directing his vindictive armies to 
ſubdue their neighbouring enemies: for Sion, or 
the holy mountain, would ſtill experience the com- 
fort of Jehovah, or his more eſpecial preſence, and 
he would ſtill chooſe Jeruſalem as his beloved 


city, 


In the next chapter the like conſolatory words 
appear to be continued ; and the viſion opens with 
the fight of a man, or an angel in human form, 
with a meaſuring line in his hand, ready to per- 


u blunt the horns. ] Nn in its Hebrew ſenſe ſignifies terruit, 


in its Arab. :mpedivit, See Caſt. Lex. And the proceſs is but 
natural from terror to interruption.* The deſign of the expreſ- 


ſion ſeems here to be, to hinder, or prevent the horns from 
their wonted uſe by blunting them at he points, , LXX. 
45 x#4p%. The word T the hand, ſignifies by a metonymy any 
thing that denotes inſtrumentality, or that may anſwer the pur- 


poſe of hands. See c. iv. 12. and Taylor's Conc. 


form 


[ #6 ] 


form what was promiſed in the firſt viſion, The 
paſſage may be thus tranſlated : © Again, I lifted 
© up my eyes, and looked, and behold the man, 
e and in his hand a meaſuring line.“ What man? 
He is called an angel at v. 3. And from the con- 


nexion of the viſions, the mode in which he is de- 


ſcribed as a man and angel, and the buſineſs in 
which he is engaged, there can be little room to 


heſitate in declaring him to be the man among the 


myrtles mentioned in the preface to the firſt vi- 
ſion. 
Let us now place ſome of the circumſtances to- 
gether that are ſuggeſted concerning him: and by 
comparing them with other ſimilar events recorded 
in later times, retaining alſo in our minds what has 
been previouſly noted, let us endeavour from ſuch 
united view to aſcertain his character. The Pro- 
phet then offers to our contemplation an illuſtrious 
meſſenger of Jehovah, arrayed in human form, rid- 
ing on a red horſe, and ſtopping among ſome fra- 
grant evergreen ſhrubs in a low valley. And does 
he not. thereby ſeem to point at the divine Logos, 
or God-man, deſcribed as a warlike prince, that 
he might reduce his enemies to his ſubjection? 
And may not the fragrant feeble myrtles and the 
low valley, in a more diſtant view, be emblems alſo 
of the humiliation of this great Prince, and the 


Nm. The demonſtrative 57 is perhaps either the 
latter N of the interjection, or probably ſunk in it, by reaſon of 
N following. But if there be no ſuch N, the word 2X may be 
fairly referred to e nan in the preceding chapter. 


bleſſings 


to 1 


bleflings of peace and reconciliation that would 
redound from thence to mankind ? In his retinue 
according to the prophetical delineation, there is a 
company of attendant ſpirits, who appear to have 
been entruſted with the delegated inſpection and 
ſuperintendency of the affairs of this world; and to 
Him theſe attendants communicate the reſult of 
their commiſſion, and report that the ſtate of the 
earth is tranquil and at reſt. And does not this 
reſemble the actual introduction of the Meſſiah 
into the world, when the heavenly hoſt that attended 
his manifeſtation proclaimed, Glory be to God in 
the higheſt, for that there is peace on earth, good- 


will towards men? 


This illuſtrious perſonage is dignified wich the 
title of the Angel of Jehovah ; and, as we under- 
ſtand it, becomes an interceſſor with Jehoyah of 
noſts, that he would avert the calamities with 
which his people had been for a long time op- 
preſſed. Now we are aſſured from the beſt autho- 


rity, that there is but one Mediator or Interceſſor 


between God and men, and that is, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus*. Or, if with ſome other commentators, we 
would rather underſtand this ſupplication as coming 
from the mouth of the communing angel, it will 
then be a direct addrels to this ſuperior one as the 
divine Logos, or Jehovah himſelf. And the next 


- verſe will ſtrengthen this interpretation, where it is 


ſaid, IEHOVAEH anſwered the Angel that talked with 
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me in good and comfortable words.—A part of 
theſe words is, I have returned to Jeruſalem with 
cc mercies, my houſe ſhall be built in it, faith Je- 
ec hovah of hoſts, and a line ſhall be ſtretched forth 
« upon Jeruſalem.” And the viſion at the ſecond 
chapter opens thus, Behold the man, and in his 
ce hand a meaſuring- line.“ With this he profeſſes, 
that he is going © to meaſure Jeruſalem, to ſee 
« what is the breadth thereof, and what is the 
<« Jength thereof.“ And when the Angel that talked 
with the Prophet went forth, the other Angel, that 
is, the man with the meaſuring-line, went forth to 
meet him; and now gives him a renewed commiſ- 
ſion, to declare to that young man (the Prophet) 
firſt the enlargement of the outward ſtate of the 

holy City, and then its internal beauty and glory. 
But before we proceed to the matter of the Vi- 
ſion, let me obſerve, that the learned Grotius un- 
derſtands the Angel that converſes with the Pro- 
phet in both theſe chapters to be Gabriel, and re- 
ferring to his appearances to the prophet Daniel, 
traces ſeveral inſtances of reſemblance. The other 
ſuperior Angel he will have to be Michael, the 
prince or preſident under God of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, He may poſlibly be right in the former con- 
jecture, yet I cannot eſteem him ſo in the latter, 
unleſs the name of Michael be underſtood as be- 
longing to the Son of God, as I conceive it to 
be beyond the prerogative of any created power, 
to fulfil the characters aſſigned to this Angel in 
theſe chapters. Under this impreſſion J ſhall pro- 
ceed 


ec 


I 
ceed to contemplate the Viſion, which, if I miſtake 


not, will tend greatly to ſtrengthen the impreſſion. 
Let me firſt offer a tranſlation of it, with a few 


notes chiefly critical, and then endeavour to illuſ- 


trate it by a farther comment. 


The divine charge thus begins at ver. 4. Run, 
« = inform that young man, ſaying, 
ce Jeruſalem ſhall inhabit villages!, 
« From the multitude of men and of cattle 
_ © within her. 
5. And I will be unto her, ſaith Jehovah, 
« A wall of fire round about, 
And glory m will I be in the midſt of her. 
6. Ho”! ho! and flee from the land of the 
cc north, ſaith Jehovah: 
«* Surely towards the four winds of the hea- 
oY vens 


1 4. ſhall inhabit villages] The city ſhall be extended in its 
confines or ſuburbs to the neighbouring villages, from the great 
increaſe of its population and cattle. See Joſ. B. J. I. v. 2. 

m c, And glory] Heb. 1555. Many inſtances occur in SS. 


wherein a noun with 7 prefixed is rendered as in the nomin, 


caſe. See Nold. p. 409. 

n 6. Ho!] An exclamatory incevjoRtion, The angelic charge, 
having juſt touched upon the glory, proceeds to the main deſign 
of this Viſion, to the farther diſcodery and promulgation of the 
internal honour and majeſty, that would decorate this favoured 
city. This glory it uſhers in with the moſt ſolemn preparation, 


and calls on the people from every quarter to attend its notifi- 


cation, 
9 85 C2 « Have 


1 26 1 


« Have I made an opening for you, faith 
[ & Tehovah. 
7. Ho! Sion, eſcape, 
Thou that dwelleſt with the daughter of 
Babylon. 
8.“ For thus ſaith Jehovah of hoſts, There ſhall 
| 60 * another * 


o 6. made an : HOSE The verb 4Nu7D may be rendered 
explicui, expand. N ovretu vwas;; and thus it is underſtood 
by Grotius. The expreſſion, in conformity with the preceding, 
ſeems to intimate the return of the Jews, not their diſperſion. 

| Þ 8, another glory] 1125 , Heb. This verſe, as it has been 
commonly underſtood, is very obſcure ; nor have I hitherto ſeen 
any interpretation in which I could be ſatisfied. The words that 
immediately follow the ſolemn preface, thus ſaith Jehovah of 
e hoſts,” muſt doubtleſs be the words of Jehovah : and it 
ſhould ſeem ſcarce conceivable, that any words, either of a 
man or an angel, ſhould intervene, before the words of Jeho- 
vah himſelf. Abp. Secker, probably aware of this difficulty, 
propoſed for NY to read Y, as at ver. 5. I will be glory.” 
once imagined that the verb n might in ſome way or 
| Other, perhaps by miſtake, be meant for the firſt perſon inſtead 
of the third. But I now conceive, there is no ſort of occaſion 
For any alteration, and that the pages as it ſtands, contains a 
very juſt and fair ſenſe. 
The word N has either the ſenſe of po? or poftguam, or of 
alius or alter, that is, may either be conſidered as an indeclin- 
able particle, or as a noun adjective. There is here one appa- 
rently obvious objection to the latter acceptation, conceived 
perhaps firſt by LXX, and followed by ſubſequent interpreters, 
which is, that in Hebrew when a ſubſtantive and adjective come 
together, the former regularly precedes, and the latter follows ; 


{ that it ſhould be HN 1130 inſtead of 1135 N. But this is 
nod 


* 


0-1 
He ſendeth me over the nations that ſpoil 
cc you; | | 115 
_ © For he that toucheth you toucheth the ap- 
e ple of his eyed. 


not always the caſe; and Buxtorf cites in his Theſaurus ſeve- 
ral inſtances, wherein the adjective is placed firſt; and it is 
commonly ſo in numeral adjectives. See The. lib. ii. c. i. and 
x1v. See alſo the note at p. 26. Yet where the order is thus va- 
ried, and the uſual rule departed from, there is, as he obſerves, 
often an ellipſis of the auxiliary verb between the adjective and 
the ſubſtantive. Now if we only admit ſuch an ellipſis between 
M and 129, we may then conſider the forme as an adjective, 
and ſhall have the ſenſe which I have given. For thus ſaith Je- 
* hovah of hoſts, There ſhall be another glory.“ 125 N. 
Altera erit gloria. And alike to this we find the form of the 


paſſage at Hag. ii. 9. 122 Im > Great ſhall be the glory. 


Then it will follow, as is above tranſlated, ** He ſendeth me 
© over the nations, &c. ; at which words the angel reſumes his 
charge, and continues it through this and the next verſe. Thus 
the language that proceeds from the mouth of Jehovah will be 
very ſhort, but certainly important, ſimple, and grand: enough 
to juſtify the auguſt and ſolemn preparation with which it is 
introduced. What I conceive to be meant by the 1123 "NR, 
together with ſome further remarks on this paſſage, will be 
more fully explained in the enlargement on the ſenſe and uſe 
of the Viſion, which will be given at the end of the tranſla- 
tion. » | 

48. his eye] Vulg. and one or two MSS read y) mine 
eye: alluding to the eye of Jehovah, as in Deut. xxxii. 10. 1 
underſtand it alſo in this ſenſe, but prefer the preſent reading, 
as the immediate language of Jehovah, according to our con- 


ruction, cloſes with the firſt line of this verſe, and at the ſecond 
8 recom- 
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9. © For behold I wave my hand over them, 
« And they ſhall become a ſpoil to thoſe that 
e 
Then ſhall ye know that Jehovah of hoſts 
cc hath ſent me. 
10. © Sing * and rejoice, O daughter of Sion, 
« For behold I come, 
« And I will dwell* in the midſt of thee, 
“ faith Jehovah.” ?“ 
It. And many nations ſhall be Joined t to Jeho- 


ce vah in that day, 

« And they ſhall be to me a people ; ; 

« And whent I ſhall have dwelt ® in the 
« midſt of thee, 


recommence the. words of the angel. Who thus proceeds in 
his charge at the next verſe; For behold” &c. 

10. * Sing, &c.] In this verſe the glory ſeems directly point- 
ed at, which Jehovah had promiſed he would be in the midſt of 
Jeruſalem at ver. 5. or the other glory, which he engages for at 
ve. 8. | 

Ib. will dwell] The term 57322 is of peculiar import; 
LAX. x&TETEMWEOw, A derivative from uhu, the word uſed in 
the Greek Tranſlation for the Jewiſh Tabernacle, as j5WDn alſo 
is derived from the Hebrew iv. It ſignifies, © I will taberna- 
cle“; and the expreſſion, eſpecially when conſidered as join- 
ed to the preceding, is truly evangelical. See John 1. 14. 

t 11. And when] The vaus at the beginning of this and the 
ſubſequent clauſe will admit of this rendering. 

u Ib. I ſhall have dwelt] LXX. here read ar ¾¹ꝰV?. 
And they fhall dævell, ſhall be incorporated into the Church; 
but ſo much is intimated in the preceding clauſe. 


« Thou 


( &] 
« Thou ſhalt know that Jehovah of hoſts 
cc hath ſent me unto thee. 
I2. * Then will Jehovah poſſeſs Judah 
« His portion in the holy land &, 
„And will again chooſe Jeruſalem. 
13. © Be ſilent, all fleſh, before Jehovah ; 
For he is raiſed up from the habitation 
of his holineſs ?. 


Having thus briefly given my general ſenſe of 
this prophetic viſion, I would now endeavour to 
illuſtrate and confirm it by ſome farther remarks. 
The whole then appears to be a moſt ſolemn charge 
of the man-angel delivered in the preſence of the 
Prophet to the converſing angel, and through his 
| mediation communicated by the Prophet to the 
world. The angel that talked with him is the uſual 
inſtrument to convey the ſenſe or purport of moſt 
of theſe viſions; but this is of-ſufficient importance 
to engage the immediate addreſs of the ſuperior 
angel, or rather of the prince of all the angels, the 


Son of God himſelf. 


* 12. in the holy land] From the form of the ſtanza or pa- 
ralleliſm, I was almoſt inclined to ſuſpect theſe words to be an 
interpolation, and in ſuch caſe, His portion” muſt be added 
to the preceding line, But all the Verſions have them, and 
they contain a very good ſenſe. See Deut. xxxii. 9. 

Y 13. of his holineſs] The place where his holineſs or ho- 
nour dwelleth. I prefer this literal tranſlation to his holy habi- 
zation, as in my judgment appearing more ſolemn and ma- 
jeſtic. | 
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The primary deſign of the Viſion is to point at 


the enlargement, amplification, and glorious ſtate 
of Jeruſalem. The preceding Viſions had prepared 


for this aggrandizement, by ſhewing in general 


that the city and houſe of God ſhould be rebuilt, 

and all impediments that might obſtruct the noble 
work removed. The preſent. Viſion enters into the 
contemplation of the work and the glories of it in 
a more particular manner, and excites the ardour 
of the Jews to the completion of it by arguments 
and motives the. moſt cogent, affecting, and com- 
prehenſive, that can be preſented to the heart of 
man. What more powerful inducements can be 
thought of to animate the people to exert all their 
beſt powers in rebuilding their city, than the pro- 
ſpect of the greateſt afAluence and proſperity, to 


which it is foretold by God that it ſhould ariſe, 


and the aſſurance that Jehovah would guard and 
protect it in its enlarged ſtate by a circumambient 
wall of fire, as he once did Eliſha from the hoſt of 


his enemies, and as he conducted their anceſtors by 


a pillar of fire through the wilderneſs; and that 


beſides this he would fill it with the choiceſt bleſ- 
ſings within, even with the light of his reconciled 
countenance, or the real and immediate ä 
of his own glory! 

Zechariah delivered theſe predictions at the lat- 
ter end of the ſecond year of Darius the ſon of 
Hyſtaſpes. As the people were. few in number, 
and, fince their return from Babylon, had chief) 
been engaged in preparing a houſe for the Lord, 

and 
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and in which they had experienced many interrup- 
tions, they could have made but little progreſs at 
this time in building their city; nor does the in- 
creaſe appear to have been conſiderable afterwards, 
till the commiſſion granted to Nehemiah (c. ii. 7, 
8.) in the twentieth year of king Artaxerxes. This 
wiſe governor ordered matters in ſuch an excellent 
arrangement, that the city was completely rebuilt 
in about half a century: he contrived alſo that one 
out of ten perſons from the country of Judah 
ſhould come and dwell at Jeruſalem ; and by this 
falutary regulation the city became in proceſs of 
time ſo well peopled, that, as Joſephus relates, 
the number of ſouls in Jeruſalem at the time of the 
Roman invaſion was near three millions 2. No 
wonder therefore it is intimated, that they ſhould 
extend beyond the antient wall or compaſs of the 
city, and inhabit the adjoining villages. _ 

Yet her affluence or ſecurity were not the moſt 
valuable of her bleſſings, for Jehovah would be 
glory within her. Which after the divine meſſen- 
ger had touched upon, he next proceeds to ſum- 
mon the people to attend to the nature, the mani- 
feſtation, and the effects of it, by an alarm, ſimple 
indeed, and conciſe, but at the ſame time moſt 
awakening, moſt intereſting, and moſt diffuſive. 
He firſt rouſes them from the north, from the land 
of Aſſyria and Perſia, whither the exiles had long 


ſince been driven; he then invites them from every 


See more to this purpoſe in my Notes on Daniel, c. ix. 25. 
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quarter by ſhewing that the way is ready opened 


and prepared for their return; and finally he calls 
the afflicted mourners of Babylon, the remnant ot 
thoſe who had lamented the loſs of Sion, to attend 
to the joyful proclamation, which was now about 
to be announced from the mouth of Jehovah the 
God of hoſts. 

For thus ſaith Jehovah of hoſts; ; that is, the great 
undivided Eſſence of the Deity, the God of the ar- 
mies of heaven as well as of all the creatures of the 
earth, There ſhall be another glory *.” 
This I conceive to be the declaration of the 
eternal Father, delivered as ſuch by Him, who 1s 
not only his Legate or Angel, but alſo his Son“. 


2 To confirm the tranſlation of the words 1125 "FN, it may 


not be amiſs to offer ſeveral inſtances, wherein the auxiliary 
verb is in like manner omitted, when the adjective is placed 
before the ſubſtantive, in other parts of Scripture. Thus at 
Gen. iii. 6. we read py) d Y quod bona eſſet arbor, that the 
tree was good ; at iv. 13. % Mn great is my affliction; at v. 1. 
"DD Mt zhis is the book ; and at ix. 12. N IN 275 is, or ſhall 
be, the token. So at Pf. xxxii. 10. EIRID ERA great are, 
or may be, the troubles ; and at xxxiii. 4. MM ART N02 for 
right is the word of Fehovab. So at Eccleſ. vii. 2. DoD 3 
good is it 10 go, &c. Again at v. 8. me AM, good is the end; 
and at v. 11. Nen NADL good is wiſdom, &c. And thus at 
Zech. i. 19, 21. Tip d theſe are the horns; and again 
at iii. 9. DIY ya /ever ſhall be the eyes, or, there ſhall be 
fewen eyes. See alſo c. xi. 5. xii. 5. and at Mal. i. 11. 0 5111 
great ſhall be my name. Many other inſtances of the like uſage 
might be cited, as they occur not unfrequently. 

> Hinc colligimus introduci Chriſtum, qui et verus eſt Je- 
hovah, et ſimul angelus ac legatus patris. Calv. in Pool. Syn. 


beg 


E 


] beg however to be underſtood as offering this 
opinion with the greateſt reverence, as only at- 
tempting to explain the language of the Prophet, 
and as not preſuming to give my ſenſe of this im- 
portant paſſage, but on the ſtrongeſt and beſt con- 
viction which the nature of the argument will ſup- 
ply to my mind. And to ſupport this interpreta- 
tion, beſides the reaſons that have been already 
ſuggeſted, I would go on to add the following re- 
flections. | 

The word 125 at this verſe muſt probably be 
underſtood in a ſenſe of equal ſtrength and force 
with what it has at ver. 5. and can we conceive 
that in either caſe the honour ariſing from the 
mere ſubduing the enemies of the Jews can cor- 
reſpond with that great image of a wall of fire 
round about, or, according to the uſual mode of 
the prophetic ſtyle, rife above it, in marking the 
internal beauty, magnificence, and grandeur of the 
venerable city? The term at v. 5. is what Jeho- 
vah aſſumes to himſelf as the diſtinguiſhing mark 
of his own favour and honour towards Jeruſalem. 
And when he adds at v. 8, that there ſhall be Mr 


pad another glory; whom can we ſuppoſe this to 


be, but the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten Son of God? And does not the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſt underſtand it in this light, rendering it, 
* Gloriam quam vobis adducturum ſe dixit ;” the 
glory which he had already promiſed to bring to the 


People? And here he renews the promiſe to ani- 
mate 


© 8 ] 


mate their torpid inclinations, and conſole their 


diſcouraged and deſponding minds. He ſeems al. 
| fo to call it another glory, to diſtinguiſh it from the 
Schechinah, or the ancient manifeſtations of the 
Deity in the tabernacle and in the temple, or from 
the excellent glory ©, as St. Peter ſpeaks, that is, the 
divine Eſſence, or the undivided Godhead. 

It ſhould ſeem that Grotius himſelf was not in- 
ſenſible of the force of this ſort of reaſoning, when 
he applies the term 125 IR to Michael, and calls 
him alſo aravyazcpe quoddam Dei, borrowing the 
word from the author to the Hebrews (c. 1. 3), who 
applies it to Chriſt. He refers alſo by way of con- 
firmation to Daniel x. 5, and again to the likeneſs 
of the glory of Jehovah, at Ezek. 1. 28. Now 
who can poſlibly be meant in the former inſtance 
by the man clothed in the attire of the high 
prieſt, and deſcribed like the Son of man in the 
Revelations ©, or in the latter, by the man above 
upon the throne as there delineated *, but that 
ſame celeſtial Being, the Word that would be made 
tieſh, the @cavSewros, or incarnate Son of God? 

I know of but one other inſtance where theſe 


words N25 e thus occur together in Scripture ; 


and that is at Pf. Ixxiii. 24. and if we examine this 
paſſage attentively, we may probably find it not 
unfavourable to our interpretation, This Plalm 


1117. . 
e It is ſaid at ch. viii. 4. © And the glory of God was there 
according to the image which I ſaw in the plain.“ See ch. 
111. and i. | 
| from 
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from the title appears to have been either com- 
poſed, or ſet to muſic, by Aſaph; yet who this 
Aſaph was is not agreed on by Interpreters. I 
think it not improbable, that he, or at leaſt the 
author, was ſome pious Jew, that had gone into 
exile with the captivity, or rather had returned 
from Babylon after the decree of Cyrus. The ge- 
neral querulous ſtrain of the Pſalms which bear this 
name; and eſpecially of the Ixxix, which ſpeaks of 
the devaſtations of Jeruſalem, is the principal reaſon 
which inclines me to this opinion. In the preſent 
Pſalm, having complained of the ſeeming inequa- 
lities of Providence, and the apparently flouriſhing 
ſtate of the ungodly, he has recourſe to retirement 
in the holy places of God, in order to contemplate 
the latter end of theſe men. By this means he is 
brought to correct the groſſneſs of his thoughts, 
and to confeſs, rhat though his heart had been 
grieved, and his inward parts ſorely afflicted ; for 
which he arraigns himſelf of extreme folly, dull- 
nels, and ignorance; yet he is now determined to 
rely on God as his only confidence, and the Jaſting 
ſource of his comfort and bliſs. And thus we may 

tranſlate the 23d and following verſes, . 

23. Nevertheleſs.I am ever with thee, 
Thou haſt holden by the hand my right 

« hand. 3 
24. © In thy counſel thou ſhalt conduct me; 
“ And do thou he other glory accept me. 
25, © Oh! that I might be in heaven and with 
| « thee; ED 

« I have 


7 


© I have no delight in the earth. 
26. My fleſh and my heart faileth; 
*« But the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
ce portion is God, for ever. 
He hopes, as I apprehend, for acceptance through 
a Mediator, to whom he addreſſes himſelf, conſi- 
dering him as the other glory that God would ſend 


to his people. And if our ſuggeſtions are right, 


does it not ſeem probable that the term 125 N, 
and the idea which we have aſſigned to it, might 
have been rather familiar among the later Jews“? 
Nor is the language of the Chaldee Paraphraſt on 
this 24th verſe very wide from this idea, Poſt- 
quam completa fuerit gloria, quam dixiſti te ad- 


ducturum ſuper me, accipias me. After the glory 


foall be fully come, or completed, which thou haſt 
declared, that thou wouldſt bring upon me (as one of 


thy people), mayſt thou . me. 


We read in the iſt book of Samuel, iv. 21. that when the 
Philiſtines had taken the ark of God, and the glory had de- 
parted from Iſrael, the wife of Phinehas, the ſon of Eli, called 
her new-born child 125  1chabod, ** Where is the glory? 
intimating that there was none. And is it an improbable con · 
jecture, that the term 1122 "NR Achar Chabed, might be aſ- 
ſigned as a name for the Meſſiah among the latter prophets, as 
we know, Immanuel, or God with us, was an appellation de- 


ſignated for him by the prophet Iſaiah ? If this ſuggeſtion be 


well founded, or the words of Zechariah conſidered as familiar 
among the Jews, we need not ſeek after a reaſon why the ad- 
jective precedes the ſubſtantive in this paſſage of the Pſalmiſt. 


Let 


[ 8 ] 
Let me farther obſerve, that as the lxxxv. 
Pſalm is generally thought to have an eſpecial re- 


ference to the times after the return from the Ba- 
byloniſh captivity, ſo there is a paſſage in it at 


ver. 9. which ſeems very much to accord with our 


interpretation of the glory. | 
« Surely his ſalvation to them that fear him ap- 
* proacheth, 
«© That glory may dwell in our land.” 
What glory can this language allude to, but the 
ſame which is ſpoken of by Zechariah, which was 


to dwell in the land of the Jews, and bring falva- 


tion to all his faithful ſervants? What, but the 
glory which the prophet Haggai foretells would 
decorate the renewed temple, and with the pro- 
ſpect of which he recovers the dejected ſpirits of 
thoſe old men in his days, who remembered the 
former temple and the glories thereof? And in 


full expectation of this ſalvation the Pſalmiſt goes 


on to explain the bleſſed effects of the Meſſiah's 
advent and kingdom, in ſuch an exact and beau- 


tiful manner, that they can ſcarcely be miſtaken, 
or perhaps fully reconciled with any other inter- 


pretation. 
c Mercy and truth are met together, 
te Righteouſneſs and m have kiſſed each 
8 
ce Truth ſhall ſpring up from the earth, 
« And righteouſneſs look down from heaven. 
ce Jehovah truly will give THE coop, 
« And 
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ce And our land will give the increaſe of its, 
<« Righteouſneſs ſhall go before him, 
ce And ſhall direct his footſteps in the wayb. 
Other paſſages in the Old Teſtament might be 
alleged as predicting this glory, and as receiving 
illuſtration from the ſenſe which we have aſſigned 
to it. As for inſtance, is it not this glorious deco- 
ration to which Iſaiah alludes, when he fays, I 
ce will glorify the houſe of my glory? Of which 


alſo the Prophet had a view, when, as St. John tells 
us, © he ſaw his glory and ſpake of him.“ And 


to this the Pſalmiſt ſeems to refer at Pſ. Ixxix. . 
« Help us, O God of our ſalvation, 
cc For the glory of thy name; 
c Deliver vs alſo, and expiate our ſins, 
« For thy name's fake.” 
That is, as I underſtand it, Help us for thy 


Son's fake, the glory which St. John in after 


times beheld, as of the only begotten of the Fa- 


The affix here, though apparently feminine, is often re- 
ferred to maſculine nouns. See Buxt. Theſ. But one MS. 
has no affix, and the d may be only paragogic. The mean- 
ing, I conceive, is, that Jehovah will ſend the Mefliah 397. 
LXX. xenpornre ; fee Pl. iv. 6. cvi. 5. John i. 46. and in the 
land of the Jews he ſhould be brought up; or, as the Evangeliſt 
_ declares of Jeſus, increaſe in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour 
with God and man. | | 

h His own holineſs ſhall guide him. Anonym. Notes in 
Merrick. 


67. k Ichn xii. 41. 


ther, 
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ther, and for thy own great name. Unleſs we 
interpret the paſſage in ſuch a ſenſe as this, where 
will be the difference between zhe glory of thy name, 
and thy name ale ? | 

Again, at Pſ. cii. 13, Sec. it it is ſcarcely poſſible to 


underſtand aright the whole paſſage, without refer- 


ring the glory to the Meſſiah's preſence. 
“Thou ſhalt ariſe, thou ſhalt compaſſionate Sion, 
« For the time to have Pity « on her, for the ſet 

ce time is come. | 

« For thy ſervants delight in her lone, 
c Yea they favour her duſt, 
« Yet the nations ſhall revere the name Jehovah, 
« And all the kings of the earth thy glory ': 
e For Jehovah buildeth up Sion, 
e When m he ſhall be ſeen in his glory, 
« Turning to the prayer of the deſtitute, 
c“ And not deſpiſing their prayer. 
« Let this be written for the latter generation n, 
« When the reformed people ſhall praiſe the 


« Lon.” | 
The 


1 See Iſaiah lix. 19. 


m There is a converſive vau at this clauſe in LXX. Syr. and 


Arab, which I have conſidered as belonging to the text. 


" By the latter generation ſeems ts be meant the latter days, 
or the times of the Meſſiah, and by the term NY reformed, in 
the next line, I would underſtand the new created, or the re- 
deemed of the Lord: redemption being conſidered as a fort of 
new creation. See Jer. xxxi. 22. Epheſ. ii. 10. & iv. 24. 
Caſtell, in his Lex. explains the verb 872 thus, Creavit ali- 

D quid 
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The language of Jehovah being thus finiſhed in 
this declaration of another glory, the angel reſumes 
his diſcourſe, apparently by way of explanation, 


intimating that Jehovah ſendeth or ſetteth him over 


the nations, that he might reduce them to his obe- 
dience, bring them under the dominion of his Sion, 
or within the pale of his Church. So that thoſe 
who had ſpoiled or plundered the choſen of God, 
ſhould bend their necks, and ſtop their mouths, 
before the Son of his love, For the Almighty is 
ever jealous over his people, and reſents injuries 
done to them with the quickeſt ſenſations, or as 
wounding the apple of his eye ; which expreſſion is 
a fine inſtance of a figure that often occurs in 
Scripture, wherein the Deity is repreſented a- 
Ter de, or as aſſuming the PI the paſſions, 
and affections of men. 

The verſe that follows ſeems ſtill a continuation 
of the angelic explanation, illuſtrating the mode in 
which this mighty legate, or rather ſurely the Meſ- 
fiah himſelf, ſhould exerciſe his authority over the 
nations that have ſpoiled the people of God. The 
waving of the hand is peculiarly appoſite to the 
appearance of this ſpeaker in the human form. Ir 
may be by way of ſignal, beckoning the nations as 
it were to come to "the glory of the Lord, and to 
ſubmit to his authority; or the word may be ren- 
dered by ſhaking, and denote a ſovereign impulſe, 
by which the nations ſhould be forced to ſubmit to 


quid ex nihilo, vel ex alio novum et eximium produxit Deus; 
and N22 in Niph. by recreatus or renovatus eſt. 
the 


* 1 
the king, on whom Jehovah had conferred the in- 
heritance, and acknowledge the power againſt 
which they had ſo long rebelled, 


After this diſplay of his pawer, the nations that 


before had ſpoiled the Jews, ſhould become a ſpoil 
in their turn to thoſe that ſerve and miniſter unto 


them, ſhould acknowledge the divine influence 


over them, and yield a willing obedience to the in- 
junctions of thoſe humble inſtruments that ſhould 
bring them to the knowledge of the truth. The 
Redeemer will come like a mighty prince to de- 
liver his ſervants : he will requite wrath to his ad- 
verſaries, recompence to his enemies; by his own 
feeble agents will convert both Jews and Gentiles 
to himſelf, and will eſtabliſh a covenant and a king- 
dom, which ſhall never be deſtroyed. 

In this ſenſe the meaning of the paſſage is ob- 
vious, and according to my conceptions, juſt. Nor 
am I aware of any period between the return from 
Babylon and the coming of Chriſt, wherein this 
prediction may be properly ſaid to have received 
ſuch a complete accompliſhment, as may anſwer 
the expectation which an attentive inſight into the 
viſion muſt induce us to form of it. 

If it ſhould be referred to the reduction of Ba- 
bylon by Darius after a ſiege of near twenty 
months, this happened ſo near to the date of the 
prophecy, within three or four years of it, and 
ſeems ſo little connected with an expreſs deſign of 
the Viſion, the enlargement and glory of Jeruſalem, 


that J cannot perſuade myſelf it could at all cor- 
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reſpond with the chief and ultimate view of ſo 
ſolemn and auguſt a prediction. That event was 
doubtleſs very important and awful, and what was 
predicted by other ptophets, and in it their denun- 
ciations were graphically fulfilled. And it is pro- 
bable that this ſignal defeat, which was of ſo mag- 
4 nificent a nature, and involved in it ſuch a diſplay 
of the divine vengeance, might induce the genera- 
Hty of interpreters to narrow the preſent Viſion, and 
explain the eighth verſe in ſuch a manner as to 
make. it agree with this complete devaſtation. 

But what has this to do with the glory and mag- 
nificence of Jeruſalem? Or why ſhould the Jews 
be ſummoned from every quarter, to build their 
city, becauſe Babylon would be ſacked and de- 
ſtroyed ? Can this be the glory which was pro- 
miſed by Jehovah at ver. 5. and again at ver, 8? 
The Jews were apprehenſive of no material inter- 
ruptions from Babylon : that power was too feeble 
to endanger the proſecution of their works, or de- 
feat their deſigns; and the powers of Perſia fa- 
voured them. So that we muſt look farther for a 
full completion of this part of the prediction, 
whatever partial or near accompliſhment it might 
be ſuppoſed to have experienced in this event. 
Other interpreters would refer it to the time of 
the Maccabees; to the frequent and ſignal ſuc- 
ceſſes of Judas, or to the prudent reign and more 
ſecure dominion of Hyrcanus. But however ſuc- 
ceſsful the former was, for the few years in which 
he preſided over the affairs of Iſrael, yet he could 


* not 
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not with his utmoſt proweſs ſecure the very ſanc- 
tuary or temple itſelf from the attacks of an armed 
force, conſtantly ready to annoy thoſe who went up 
thither for divine worſhip. The fortreſs over 
againſt the temple on mount Acra, and which 
overtopped the mountain on which the temple was 
built, this was continually in the hands of apoſtate 
Jews and Heathen ſoldiers, who often interrupted 
and injured the devout worſhippers, as they were 
aſcending to the temple : ſo that this holy place 
itſelf, inftead of being adorned with unuſual gran- 
deur, was not ſecured from continued invaſion. 
Nor did Judas live to purſue his victories many 
years, but at length was flain at the head of eight 
hundred of his adherents, the only force he could 
keep together to oppoſe the very powerful army of 
the Syrian monarch. 

It is true, the conduct of John Hyrcanus was 
very. diſcreet and wary through a long and proſ- 
perous reign ;- and he was the founder of the caſtle 
Baris, by means of which fortifications the temple 
worſhippers were protected from all future inſult 
and injury, Yet there ſeems nothing in this reign 
to juſtify its title to the peculiar application of the 
paſſage before us, no immediate diſplay of divine 
power in reverſing the ſtate of the nations, and 
bringing them in ſubjection to the Jews. By his 
league indeed with the Romans, and by his policy 
in taking advantage of the diviſions and effeminacies 
of the Syrian kings, he ſecured many benefits to 
his countrymen, and enjoyed the latter part of his 
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reign in uninterrupted peace from foreign inva- 
ders, but by no means uninfeſted with internal 
commotions. His authority ſeems to have extend- 
ed not far beyond the confines of Judea and Sa- 
maria, and his reign was too much involved in in- 
teſtine diſturbances concerning religious opinions, 
to deſerve to be honoured with that diſtinction to 
which the viſion may juſtly be preſumed to allude. 

If we deſcend lower in the Jewiſh hiſtory, we 
ſhall ſcarce find another period that, either in po- 
litical wiſdom or military glory, can claim any ſort 
of competition with theſe already mentioned; and 
therefore I muſt rather incline to the ſenſe of thoſe 
interpreters who would refer this paſſage to the 
general ſucceſs of the church of God at the firſt 
preaching of the Goſpel; when the divine in- 
fluence would be manifeſted in ſubduing or reco- 
vering the nations that had been hoſtile to Sion, 
ſo as to make them become a prey to the church 
of Chriſt, by ſubmitting to his yoke, and yielding 
themſelves a voluntary portion to his hereditary 


poſſeſſion. And in a ſenſe not much unlike this is 


it intimated by the prophet Iſaiah, that God would 
not only give his righteous ſervant a portion in 
multitudes, or enable him to obtain a numerous 
inheritance, but that he ſhould divide the ſpoils of 
the ſtronge; that is, after having ſubdued all his 


enemies among the nations and the powers of 


darkneſs, he ſhould aſſert his own right to the 


* Ch. li, 12. 


kingdom 
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kingdom, which had been uſurped from him and 
his faithful ſubjects, to whom the uſurpers ſhould 
become a ſpoil. Or as it is more exactly predict- 
ed to the adverſaries of Sion by the prophet Jere- 
miah, referring manifeſtly to the times of the Meſ- 
ſiah, © they that ſpoil thee ſhall be a ſpoil, and all 
te that prey upon thee will I give for a prey p. | 

When the power of the divine influence ſhould 
be diſplayed, and this deciſive victory obtained, 
then the authority of this mighty legate would not 


be doubted, the truth of his meſſage would be al- 


lowed, the glory of his character aſcertained, and 
the people that would be acquainted with this ex- 
erciſe of his commiſſion, would ſee and confeſs that 
Jehovah of hoſts had ſent him. 

After this general intimation of the triumphant 
ſucceſs of the true church of God, what can be 
more natural than that the ſacred meſſenger, who 
had offered this reverſe of things as a proof of his 


miſſion, ſhould next advert to the immediate cauſe 


of theſe bleſſings, or the long expected mode in 
which they would be introduced, ſhould awaken 


the attention of the people to the glories that 


would accrue to the ſpiritual Sion from Jehovah's 


_ perſonal preſence, and call on the devout ſons of 


the church to exult in the appearance of that great 
Being, who ſhould be manifeſted in the fleſh, as 
&© a light to lighten the nations, and to be the glory 
<« of his people Iſrael d!“ 


P Ch, xxx, 16. | 4 Luke ii. 32. 
D 4 There 
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There is ſomething peculiarly affecting, as well 


as deeply intereſting, in the beautiful apoſtrophe 


that is here introduced. Well might the daughter of 
Sion, or the church of God, be ſunimoned to the 
moſt joyful exultations ; well might her devotions 
ariſe to the moſt tranſporting raptures; when Jeho- 
vah himſelf declares to her, Lo! I come, and will 
*tabernacle in the midſt of thee.” Who can this be, 
that thus ſpeaks, or to whom ſuch language can be 
appropriated, but the eternal Logos, who in the ful- 
neſs of time was to be manifeſted to the world, and 
in his human form dwelt among the Jews? And 
IT would farther aſk, is not the angel preſented 
in the viſion in the form of a man, who immedt- 
ately on the declaration that there ſhall be another 


glory, intimates his being ſent over the nations to 


reduce them to obedience, and offers his ſpoils or 
his triumphs as a criterion of his miſſion, 1s not 
this ſame angel the everlaſting Word, that thus 
ſpeaks to Sion, Sing and rejoice, for behold, I come? 

He cometh, not merely by the - inviſible in- 
fluence of his internal operation, not by the medi- 
ation, or under the appearance, of the angelic na- 


ture, but really and perſonally in the fleſh : he will 


pitch his tabernacle and dwell among men; his re- 
ſidence ſhall be convincing, actual, and perma- 
nent; ſuch that every eye ſhall ſee him; no more 
through a veil or ſhadow as under the typical inſti- 
tutions of the Law, no more in ſymbolical repre- 
ſentation like a cloud in the temple, or as the 
ſtately emblem of his majeſty the temple itſelf : 

theſe 


— 


1 


theſe were only figures of the true glory; but he 
| ſhall be Jehovah manifeſted in the fleſh, the wiſ- 
dom of God in a myſtery, yet ſo far diſcovering 


his proper nature, as might ſerve to inform our 


underſtandings, and even convince our ſenſes, that 
he was come to bleſs mankind, to recover them 
from error and fin, and zo ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt, He cometh to viſit Sion the 
mountain of his holinels, and to dwell in the midſt 
of her city, 


If we advert to the language of this ſong of tri- 


umph, we ſhall find the expreſſions Are ſuch, as 
both in the Old and New Teſtament are referred to 
the adyent of the Meſſiah. He that ſhould come, the 
0 ee ohtvos, is the voice of the new covenant, as 
NIT is that of the old. This ſame term is adopt- 
ed in the viſion of Zechariah, which had been be- 
fore applied to the ſame purpoſe by the Pſalmiſt *, 
by Daniel*, and by Habakkuk*, and which is ub 


in the like acceptation by the 1 of the New 


Teſtament in their citations from the Old. And thus 
alſo, "when the men that had ſeen the miracle which 
Feſus did, ſpake of him, they ſaid, © This is of a 
« truth that prophet that ſhould come into the 
* world u of It has been already noted that the 
word tranſlated I will dwell is of peculiar import, 
and quite agreeable to the ideas of the Evangeliſts; 
and when it is foretold that he that ſhould coine 


© Pf, cxviii. 26, Fe 8 s Ch. ix. 26. 
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would thus fix his reſidence among the Jews, to 
whom can theſe concentrated properties be re- 
ferred, but to the bleſſed Son of God himſelf, who 
did actually and in his human nature take up his 
abode in the midſt of them, and after the manner 
of men was born, and lived, and died? 

1 do not recollect any inftance in the Old Teſ- 
tament, in which Jehovah 1s ſaid to take up his re- 
fidence among men, in language equally ſtrong and 
appropriate with this, unleſs it refer alſo to the in- 
terpoſitions of this ſame Son of his love. We read 
indeed in the bdok of Leviticus, that God would 


ſet his tabernacle amongſt the children of Iſrael, and 


walk among them *; but this plainly relates to his 
fixing his actual tabernacle among them, and re- 
taining his ſymbolical preſence over it, conducting 
them through the wilderneſs by the ark of his teſ- 
timony conſtantly going before them, and directing 
them where to pitch their tents, And if we ad- 
vert to the divine preſence, as it vouchſafed to ma- 
nifeſt itſelf in the cloud, or in the accuſtomed glo- 
ry, what elſe is this generally conceived to be, but 
a retinue of angels attending on that great perſon- 
age alluded to in the Viſion of our Prophet ? With 
a view likewiſe to the manifeſtation of this ſame 
divine potentate it is, that Ezekiel ſpeaking of 
him to the Jews in the perſon of David, ſays, that 
God will appoint him their prince for ever, and 
will make an everlaſting covenant of peace with 


z. Cl. XXV& It, 1% 
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them, will ſet his ſanctuary in the midſt of them, 


and his tabernacle ſhall be with them, and he will 
be their God, and they ſhall be his people?. In 
like manner, when it is ſaid by the Pfſalmiſt?, that 


God will dwell in the hill of his delight for ever, 


it denotes his preference to Sion ſo long as the 


Jewiſh ſtate ſhould remain, but ultimately the re- 


ſidence of Chriſt with his Church. 

From a review then of this whole argument, the 
proper application of the terms to the Meſſiah, 
their peculiar reference to him only, and their ex- 
act correſpondence with the advent of Chriſt, we 
truſt we are ſufficiently warranted in concluding, that 
it is to the manifeſtation of the Son of God in the 
fleſh, that Jehovah in the 1oth ver. clearly alludes. 

To the daughter of Sion, or to the men of Iſrael, 
in the firſt place was the word of this ſalvation ſent. 


Upon them would Jehovah ariſe, and upon them 


would his glory be conſpicuous. But at the ſame 
time alſo he was to be a light to enlighten the na- 
tions ; ſo that the Gentiles ſhould walk in his light, 
and kings in the brightneſs of his ſun-riſing, And 
thus our heavenly meſſenger proceeds in the Viſion. 
* Many nations ſhall adhere to Jehovah in that 
« day; and they ſhall become my people.” This 
is quite agreeable to the prediction of the Pſalmiſt 
(PC. ii. 8.) *I will give thee the heathen ſor thine 
e inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy 
e poſſeſſion,” Many nations, even the moſt diſ- 


Y Ezek, xxxvii. 26. 2 Pf, Ixviu. 16. 
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tant, ſhall come to the knowledge of the Lord, and 
yield a ready obedience to his laws ; they ſhall 


come 71 that day, or at the time when the Son of 
God ſhall be revealed in his human nature, or ra- 
ther quickly after the day of his reſurrection, when 
his conqueſts were completed, and all power was 
given unto him in heaven and in earth. Then 
ſhould the ſound of his Goſpel go forth into all 
tands, and his word unto the ends of the world. 


The idolatrous nations ſhould be brought to the 


knowledge of the truth, and together with their 
monarchs or repreſentatives ſhould no more bow 
down to idols, but ſerve the living and the true 
God. | 
ce All the kings of the earth ſhall praiſe thee, 
O0 Jehovah! | 

« When they hear the words of thy mouth : 

« Alſo they ſhall ſing in the ways of Jehovah, 
When great Hall be the glory of Jehovah.” 
Pf. cxxxviii. 4, 5. 

That is, they ſhall tread joyfully i in his courts and 
holy places, when his great glory ſhould be mani- 
feſted. Then the nations ſhould reverence the 
name of Jehovah, and all the kings of the earth 


2 One would almoſt ſuſpe& this laſt line was borrowed from 
Haggai ii. 9. with an ellipſis of the auxiliary verb 71 ; nor 
is it perhaps an improbable conjecture, that this Pſalm, not- 
withſtanding its title, was compoſed by Haggai, and the 73d 


by Zechariah : in the former the Meſſiah ſeems pointed at as 


255M in the words of Haggai, in the latter, as 1133 N, in 
the words of Zechariah. | 
| his 
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his glory. And when, according to theſe beauti- 
ful predictions, they ſhould: be made converts to 


the faith, they ſhall become a large and copious 
acceſſion to the true Church of God, ſhall acknow- 
ledge: his power and majeſty and the greatneſs of 
his ſalvation, and ſhould be acknowledged by him, 
ſo that he would be to them a God, and they 


| ſhould be to him a people *. 


The converſion alluded to in this paſſage has 
been commonly underſtood to have been from ido- 
latry to Judaiſm, by thoſe ingenious Interpreters 
who have favoured the more confined and earlier 
accommodation of this prediction; and they have 
ſupported their argument by ſome fair and appoſite 
illuſtrations. But there were, no doubt, in moſt 
periods of the Jewiſh Church inſtances of perſons, 
and ſometimes of whole peoples, that departed 
from their errors, and embraced the true faith; 
and probably as many before the delivery of this 
prophecy, as in the interval from its date to the 
coming of Chriſt, Nor can the converſion of the 
Edomites in the reign of John Hyrcanus, and 


ſome other occaſional and leſſer converſions, come 
up in my judgment to the full import of the ex- 


preſſion before us. The term © many nations“ of 
the Prophet ſeems equivalent to that of © all kings** 
by the Pſalmiſt, and both ruſt have a reference to 
ſome very large and copious change in the princi- 
ples and manners of mankind, and muſt ſtrongly 


d Heb. viii. 10. 


tend 
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tend to confirm the general acceptation in which 
we underſtand the Viſion, It is not improbable 
alſo that the language before us in its utmoſt lati- 
tude extends to future ages of the Church of Chriſt, 
to that enlarged period, when the fulnels of the 
Gentiles ſhall come in, “ and the earth ſhall-be 
te filled with the knowledge of Jehovah, as the 1 wa- 
e ters cover the depths of the ſea ©.” 
But ſtill, after all, as under the arrangements of 


God's providence it ſhall be ordered, that thou, 


'O Sion ! ſhalt be favoured with the perſonal mani- 
feſtation of Jehovah's preſence, and with the ear- 
lieſt communications of his mercy and reconcilia- 
tion, ſo when the meſſenger of theſe glad tidings, 
when Jehovah himſelf, the Publiſher of peace, the 
Proclaimer of ſalvation, the Source of all true in- 
ſitruction, illumination and joy, ſhall have dwelt in 
the midſt of thee, thou ſhalt know, and at leaſt 
finally acknowledge in a general and full confeſ- 
ſion, that Jehovah of hoſts hath ſent me, the pro- 
miſed meſſenger of his covenant, his long an- 
nounced Prophet, the Son of his love, unto thee. 
If we attend carefully to the awful grandeur 
with which the moſt intereſting parts of this viſion 
are introduced and cloſed, to its evident relation 
to the internal ſtate of Jeruſalem, or rather to the 
moſt eſſential concerns of the Church of God; and 


if we farther contemplate the importance of that 


beautiful and animating apoſtrophe introduced in 


© Ifaiah xi, 9. 
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the very words of Jehovah at v. 10. we ſhall proba- 
bly ſee ſufficient grounds to convince us of the rea- 
ſon and propriety of the repetition of that ſolemn 
appeal, with which the preſent verſe is cloſed. As in 
the former caſe it appears to be the appeal of an 
angel for the confirmation of the truth and divini- 
ty of his meſſage, in the latter it is the auguſt epi- 
phonema of that angel, when he had avowed him- 
ſelf in che name and character of Jehovah him- 
ſelf. | 
. — aware that the like expreſſion in other 
parts of his prophecy ſeems uſed by Zechariah, as 
in proof of his own miſſion, and that ſimilar refe- 
rences are alſo made for the truth of their miſſion 
by ſome of the other prophets. But it is obſerva- 
ble, that in the other prophets it is clearly aſ- 
certained to whom the reference belongs, as in 
Ezek. xxxiii. 33. Then ſhall they know that a 
« prophet hath been among them.” And as to 
what may be the import of thoſe other paſſages in 
Zechariah, where this language occurs, as at c. iv. 
9. and vi. 15, or to whom they may refer, it is 
ſcarce neceſſary to inquire; fince the Prophet might 
very reaſonably be preſumed to adopt the ſame 
words by way of appeal for his own divine miſſion 
or appointment, which he doth for any other miſ- 
ſionary, of how great ſoever authority or auguſt a 
nature. The language he here uſes is plainly of 


the ſame import with what God himſelf is report- 


ed to uſe by ſome of the FI, « And ye ſhall 
© know 
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& know that I am Jehovah :“ and we may ſurely 
conclude theſe remarks in the words of the Evan- 


geliſts, Bleſſed is he that thus . in the name of 
 Febovab. 


Some of the primary and 1 events in the 


kingdom of the Meſſiah having been with wonder- 
ful en delineated, the charge proceeds to the 
more diſtant parts of this kingdom. He who con- 
. e paſt as well as future contingencies in 
one comprehenſive view, looking beyond the diſ- 


treſſed ſtate of the children of Abraham, announces 


their recovery into a more free and better condi- 
tion, their reſtoration from general exile and the 
moſt uncommon diſperſions, into the glorious li- 
berty and inheritance of the true ſons of God. As 
we have already ſeen the former parts of the Vi- 
ſion happily completed, ſo we can have no doubt, 
but this latter part will in God's due time enjoy its 
full accompliſhment. In what particular mode this 
will be produced, or at what time God will renew 
his more eſpecial favours to Judah and Jeruſalem, 
of theſe things we muſt be content to be ignorant. 
To form conjectures concerning them would be 
vain; to attempt to lay open or explain theſe myſ- 
teries of the Almighty beyond what is written, 
would be preſumptuous. I need only therefore to 
' obſerve in general on the 12th verſe, that it ap- 
pears to contain a plain intimation of the future 


4 See Ezek. xx. 20, 26, 42, &c. 
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acceptance and final reſtoration of the people 
of the Jews, when the times of the Gentiles ſhall 
be fulfilled. To this ſame event there 1s frequent 
alluſion in the other Prophets, as alſo frequent 
reference in the New Teſtament. And to uſe the 
Apoſtle's language in his Epiſtle to the Romans e, 
Though Zlindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in: yet at length 
it is ordered in the counſels of the Almighty, that 
all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved : all the true children of 
Abraham, Jews and Gentiles, but eſpecially the 
former, ſhould embrace the Goſpel, repent, and be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and thus become one fold under one 
Shepherd ; one people under the ſanctifying ines 
ences of one Redeemer. 
And here I conceive the angelic or the divine 
charge to terminate : the remaining verſe ſeems to 
be the folemn concluſion either of the converſing 
angel, or rather, of the Prophet himſelf. 
„ge ſilent, all fleſh, before Jehovah ; 
For he is raiſed up from the habitation of his 
c hoiineſs.” 
The like awful reflection we have at the cloſe of 
the ſecond chapter of Habakkuk, juſt before the 
introduction of his prayer or beautiful ode. And 
again at Zeph. i. 7. and other places in Scripture. 
The expreſſion of the firſt · line is finely amplified 
by the Pfalmiſt, Pſ. xxxviii. 8. 


© Ch. xi. 25, 26. 
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ec Let the whole earth be ſtruck with reverence 
& before Jehovah : 
« Let all the inhabitants of the world ſtand in 
& awe of him.“ 

Such a meſſage or charge as the 8 is doubt. 
leſs ſufficient to demand the moſt reverential ſi- 
lence, the moſt univerſal. and profound ſubmiſſion, 
Tt is pregnant with intelligence of the greateſt im- 
portance to all fleſh, to the whole human race, and 
therefore claims their deepeſt attention. The Jews 
ſhould be no more incredulous, or diſcouraged in 
the proſecution of their deſigns from any appa- 
rent difficulties. The nations ſhould no longer 
tumultuouſly rage, or their monarchs reſiſt to no 
purpoſe, Liſten to theſe glad tidings, O all ye 
people, ponder them in your ears all ye that dwell on 
the earth : Serve Fehovah with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. Stand in awe, and fin not; commune with 
your own heart, and be ſtill f. For the God of glory 


is raiſed, or goeth forth from his heavenly habita- 


tions, to execute vengeance on his adverſaries, and 
by his perſonal preſence to bring the choiceſt gifts 
and mercies unto his ſervants. Who is there 
among the ſons of men, but on ſuch a momentous 
and intereſting interpoſition of the Deity, in the 
language of Job, muſt confeſs himſelf vile, be 
aſtoniſhed, and lay his hand upon his mouth? 

I cannot intirely cloſe this comment, without 


ff Pſ. ii. 11, and iv. 4. 
reminding 
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reminding the reader, that I have conſidered the 
man or angel among the myrtles in the firſt chap- 
ter, as the ſame perſonage with the man or angel 
with the meaſuring-line in this ſecond chapter ; 
and that He is contemplated in our view of the 
Viſion as a meſſenger of the higheſt order, or ra- 
ther as the everlaſting Word, or Son'of God; 
ſometimes delivering his communications in the 


character of a legate or angel, at others in' the per- 


ſon of Jehovah, Where the more immediate au- 
thority or dictate of Jehovah is intended, it is in 
direct words announced. In other parts the language 
is that of his meſſenger. But from the charac- 
ter aſſigned to this meſſenger, the engagements he 
is ſent to fulfil, the ſovereign authority with which 
he is inveſted, the incommunicable name which he 
appears to aſſume, and the proofs he offers of his 
miſſion, he can, I conceive, be no leſs a perſon than 
the Meſſiah himſelf, projecting to the Prophet, and 
thereby revealing to the world, the plan of his me- 
diatorial kingdom in ſome of its principal features 


and outliness. 


5 It may not be improper to add, in confirmation of theſe 
remarks, that whereas the next chapter begins thus: And 


He ſhewed me Joſhua the high-prieſt,” LXX. Ar. and Vulg. 


render, And the Lord ſhewed me; which may be account- 
ed for, as Archbiſhop Newcome has well obſerved, by ſuppoſ- 
ing that the text ſtood thus Nn that is, And Jehovah 
* ſhewed me,“ viz. the angel who had in the preceding chap- 
ter delivered thoſe ſolemn tidings which we have been review- 
"ng After this grand meſſage, this general „ of the fu- 
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The deſign he delineates is auguſt, om giious, 
extenſive, and diſcovers the majeſty of the Divine 
Communicator, as well as his love. If we under- 
ſtand it aright, it contains a prediction of the great- 
eſt importance, a direct annunciation of &'NoTHER 
GLORY, that ſhould be manifeſted; and this Glo- 
Rx to be the Meſſiah, or JIBHOVAEHñ himſelf, that 
ſhould come and take up his abode among the 
Jeus for the benefit of all mankind. The great argu- 
ment from prophecy in favour of our holy religion 
muſt from hence derive very conſiderable ſupport. 
And indeed in whatever view the Viſion may be 
underſtood, whether with a more limited or exten- 
ſive accompliſhment, ſtill “ there ſhall be another 
ec glory” will be found to be the language of the 
Prophet, and muſt relate to the manifeſtation of 
the Lord of glory, the Son of God. 

Moreover, as the ways of God are paſt finding 
out, and as in prophetical delineations there is often 
a kind of veil thrown over them, for ſome wiſe pur- 
poſes which we may. diſcover, and probably for 
others that are hidden from us, ſo it ought not to 
be conſidered as any reaſonable objection to our 
interpretation of this Viſion, that the Divine In- 
former chooſes to aſſume different characters. eſ- 


ture PP is completely extibited, the Prophet proceeds to ex- 
plain in his ſubſequent Viſions ſeveral circumſtances relating to 
the renewed Temple, and eſpecially io that Glory which was to 
be its principal diſtinction and ornament. Theſe are conti- 
nued to the end of the 6th chapter, and ſhould ſeem to have 


all occurred to the mind of the Prophet in one night. 
| pecially 
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pecially as this is not unlike the divine procedure 
as Exhibited to us in other parts of the ſacred writ-. 
ings. The Pſalmiſt at the fortieth Pſalm, as illuſ- 
trate by the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
introduces the declaration or will of Jehovah as a 
primary poſition, and then ſubjoins the voluntary 
determination of the Son of God as founded upon 


that poſition: 


4 Sacrifice and offerings * didſt not ot delight 
in; ) 
«« Ears haſt thou opened for me*: 
c Burnt offerings and ſin-offerings thou didſt 
* not require; 
« Then ſaid I, Lo! I come.” 


According to this tranſlation, which is quite agree- 
able to the preſent Hebrew text, there is a kind of 


alternation between the ſentiments of the Father 
and the Son. The firſt and third lines declare the 
pleaſure of the Father, the others the ready obe- 


i Ears haſt thou opened for me.] i. e. as the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſt has it, ad auſcultandam falutem tuam, 70 attend to thy 
ſaving health, Poſſibly digging the ear may relate to the 
« firſt conformation of it, and expreſs the original readineſs to 
% hear and do God's will, in which the human foul and body 
e of Chriſt were created. See Abp. Secker's excellent Diſ- 
ſertation on theſe words, ſubjoined at the end of Merrick's An- 
notations. The miſtake. in LXX. ſeems to have alſo crept 
into the New Teſtament, if not tranſcribed from thence at 
firſt, and hence has ariſen the chief difficulty in this paſſage. 
Though perhaps after all, the tranflation of the LXX. by a 
natural ſynecdoche may be only meant as an eaſy paraphraſe 
on the text. 
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dience and compliance of the Son; and the ge- 


neral form of the paſſage ſeems not unlike the 
mode of procedure in this viſion of Zechariah ; 
wherein ſometimes Jehovah is introduced as de- 
claring his determinations, ſometimes his legate 


ſeems to deliver the orders he had received, and to 


declare his purpoſe to execute them; and ſtill the 
whole is the word of that one Almighty Being, 

200 in times paſt ſpake wohur H in divers manners 
by the prophets ; who gradually imparted the diſco- 
veries of his ſalvation to the fathers, opening and 
explaining the myſteries of his redeeming love, il- 
luſtrating them as far as was needful by new and 
brighter irradiations, till at length the light ſhone 
oh, wh in perfect day, or in its meridian glory. 


Many uſeful reflections might be deduced from 
what has been advanced in this Comment. Some 
important ones have been ſo clearly illuſtrated 
throughout the whole, that I need not remind the 
Naber of theſe; but ſhall beg leave to ſubjoin the 
few that follow. 

t. It is a matter of great conſolation to Chriſt- 
jans to reflect, that although they are expoſed to 
the continued attacks and dangerous machinations 
of evil ſpirits, yet there are alſo good angels ap- 


pointed by Providence to protect and ſuperintend 


them continually, and who rejoice in their ſpiritual 
benefit. Theſe are the holy angels that are not 
only their guardians on earth, but will tranſport the 
accepted of God to realms of bliſs, when they ſhall 

quit 


« , 
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quit this ſtate. of their pilgrimage. However then 
they may be alarmed by or dread the powers of 
darkneſs, however they may be terrified by the vain 
ſuggeſtions of weak or wicked men, yet if they 
adhere to the true faith of Chriſt, being zealous of 
good works, if they ſteadily and conſcientiouſly 
diſcharge their duty, they need not be afraid of any 
evil terrors, ſince greater is he that is in and with 

us, than he that is in the world. 
2. From the expoſition of this viſion we may 
diſcern the obvious neceſſity of a diligent ſtudy and 


attention to the Hebrew text. Some learned men 


indeed have treated this ſtudy in a very light man- 
ner, and have avowed that the Hebrew language, 


had it not been for the Greek tranſlation, would at 


this day be a mere arbitrary cipher*. Others of 


equal learning and abilities have completely re- 


futed this error, which moſt juſtly deſerves to be 
expoſed and reprobated. And I would beg leave to 
obſerve, that though the Greek Tranſlation: is of 
great value and importance, and would probably 
be more ſo, if we could obtain it in its real and 
genuine form, yet a conſtant and ſervile adherence 
to it cannot be recommended, but muſt be dan- 
gerous, There are doubtleſs other helps, by which 
the knowledge of the Hebrew may be acquired as 
well as this; ſuch as the other verſions, and the 
Maſoretic punctuation, a careful examination of 
the nature form and uſe of the words, the ſtructure 


* See Dr. Lowth's Letter to Bp. Warburton. 
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of the ſentences, and the analogy of the conſtruc. 
tion; the plain rules of grammar, and the ordit 

and well ſupported anomalies; the ſtyle, manner, 
character, temper, and turn of mind of the re- 


ſpective writers. A due attention to theſe muſt be 


of great importance in Hebrew learning; and [ 
truſt the critical remarks in the preceding diſſer- 
tation will evince in ſome meaſure the truth of 
theſe obſervations. And indeed it is much to 
be wiſhed, that the Hebrew language in its true 
character and idioms may be carefully ſtudied, not 
only for the ſake of vindicating the arguments 
from the Old Teſtament by which our holy re- 
ligion is already ſupported, but from the probable 
expectation, that new light may be ſtill thrown 
upon it, by the clearer illuſtration of ſome grand 
predictions, which may ſeem at preſent ſomewhat 
involved in obſcurity. | 

3. The laſt reflection I would urge, is, the great 
importance of the argument from prophecy. The 
certain foreknowledge of future contingent events 
has ever been deemed a peculiar privilege of the 
- Deity. © Shew the things that are to come here- 
after, that we may know that ye are godsl.“ In 


the ſacred records there is an illuſtrious ſeries of 


extraordinary contingencies foretold, from the be- 
ginning of time to the full eſtabliſhment of Chriſt- 
lanity, and even to the final diſſolution of all 
things ; a very conſiderable part of which we 


Iſai. xli. 23. 
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know to have been already long ſince fulfilled with 
wonderful preciſion and circumſtantial accuracy; 
and new light is continually breaking in upon us, 
not only in a clearer diſcernment of the meaning 


of the predictions, but alſo in the growing diſplay 


of the ſcenes of their accompliſhment. Now there 
appears to have been one grand deſign pervading 
the whole of this aſtoniſhing connexion, which is 
to communicate the ſaving grace of God to man, 
in and through a Redeemer, to unfold gradually 


the myſteries of his love, to illuſtrate with new and 
increaſing light the plan of his favour, and to pre- 


pare the world for the reception, improvement, 
and bleſſings of his glory. In what a noble, in 


what an amiable manner does this aſtoniſhing 


chain exhibit the divine wiſdom and goodneſs to 
have been exerciſed for the preſent and everlaſting 
benefit of man. Behold ! whar an energy of love 


the Father hath beſtowed upon us! How brightly 


do the beams of his majeſty and mercy ſhine! How 
convincing, how cogent are the arguments with 
which he is pleaſed to enforce the knowledge of 
his will ! How happy ſhould we think ourſelves, 
who in theſe latter days enjoy the bright ſplendor 
of his Son's .Goſpel, how deeply ſenſible of our 
need of ſuch a Saviour, relying on his merits, 
adoring his mercies, and improving his grace : and 
how ſolicitous ſhould we be, that our light may fo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee.our good 
works, and glority Wy Father who is in heaven. 
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